SURNAME2

Student’s Name
Instructor’s Name
Course
Date
Curriculum Development since 1900.
The process of curriculum development is essential for the prosperity of any nation. No country can achieve sustainable economic growth without substantial investment in education. Education plays a critical role in promoting technological advances as well as raising people’s productivity and creativity. The past 80 years have been a period of curriculum reforms in the United States. The reforms have significantly contributed to stable economic growth. This paper will reflect on American curriculum development since 1900.
 I can say the article has given me a fresh perspective on how the American curriculum was developed. Before 1910 state educational authorities were responsible for preparing and approving a list of subjects taught in public elementary schools. The curriculum was viewed as the list of subjects approved for teaching in school and the sequence in which they were to be taught. Furthermore high schools and colleges produced graduates who could not lead independent life probably due to the incompetent education system. Curriculum developers focused on the ability of the student to memorize content rather than improving their abilities and talents.
 I have learned that the development of an effective curriculum requires the effort of different stakeholders involved in the education of a child. Parents and teachers play a critical role in a child's learning thus it is important to involve them in the process of curriculum development. Moreover, state educational authorities should provide resources required for developing and embracing a new curriculum. An effective curriculum should improve student's interests and abilities as well as ensuring graduates fit in the current job market.
The article has changed my mindset and my understanding of United States school curriculum development. The need to match the things learned in American schools with those in the outside world led to the development of a curriculum that suited student’s abilities and interests. Moreover, the great depression which nearly doubled the rate of unemployment among American youths also prompted the need to change American educational programs, (p.1). Educational experts were determined to produce graduates who can fit well in the job market.   Additionally, the launch of an artificial satellite by the Soviet Union in 1957 also contributed to curriculum reforms in the United States. The government started supporting the teaching of science and mathematics in schools and colleges.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is difficult to identify gaps in my knowledge as per as development of the American curriculum is concerned.  I feel the article has served to expand my knowledge base on the subject. I fully understand the necessary steps when developing an effective curriculum. My knowledge can be useful in making a future decision during the process of reforming our curriculum.
In conclusion, this article has presented a reflection of curriculum development in the United States since 1900. It has detailed and discussed various steps that led to the development of the current school curriculum. Particular emphasis has been placed on shifting the responsibility of curriculum development from state authorities to educational experts. Several points are very critical. First, the role of schools in education is to stimulate and guide the learning of students. Young people require psychological support and encouragement from teachers and parents to achieve their educational dreams. 
Second, the process of developing a curriculum requires setting new goals and subsequently new content thus it is essential to involve teachers and parents in curriculum development because they play a role in a child's learning. Lastly, states are responsible for supporting the development of curriculum thus developers are required to identify priorities since not everything can be achieved at once.
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